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him, and he makes no secret of having himself used
the same freedom in the final arrangement of these
poems which the people used from whom he learnt
them.

This early literary cultivation has not been -with-
out a powerful influence on the language. It has
imparted permanence to its forms and a traditional
character to its words, so that at first sight we might
almost doubt whether the grammar of this language
had not left the agglutinative stage altogether. The
agglutinative type, however, yet remains, and its
grammar shows a luxuriance of grammatical com-
bination second only to Turkish and Hungarian.
Like Turkish it observes the 'harmony of vowels/ a
feature which lends- a peculiar charm to its poetry.

Karelian and Tavastian are dialectical varieties of
Finnish.

The Ests and tlieir Literature.

The JE/stss the neighbours of the Fins, and speaking
a language closely allied to the Finnish, inhabit
Estonia and Livonia. Their number is said to be
about 100,000. They possess, like the Fins, large
fragments of ancient national poetry. Dr. Kreutzwald
has been able to put together a kind of epic poem,
called Kalewipoeg, the Son of Kalew, not so grand
and perfect as the Kalevala, yet interesting as a
parallel. There are two dialects of Estonian, that of
Dorpat in Livonia, and that of Eevel.

The Lives have dwindled down to about 2,000.
They live on the coast of Kuiiand} from Lyserort to
the gulf of Riga.

Estonia,   Livonia,   and   Kurland   form  the   three